Seasonal variations in the energetics of an Australian nectarivorous bird, Lichmera indistincta.
1. Seasonal variations in unit perching costs, flying costs and energy budgets for Lichmera indistincta were investigated. 2. Unit perching and flying costs were greatest in winter and least in summer. Variations in perching costs occurred principally because of changes in conductance. Flying cost variations may have been due to changes in wing disc loading and/or the integrity of wing feathers. 3. Rates of net energy intake were greatest in winter and least in summer. Variations in these rates were such that they offset changes in the rates of total energy expenditure to provide diurnal energy balance. 4. Regardless of the season, net daytime energy storage proceeded at a uniform rate and resulted in the storage of sufficient energy to offset overnight expenditure.